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Lets Start with the

Disclaimer 1: | don't have the solution to this but | am sure some of you do.
Disclaimer 2: There may not be 'the' solution to this. :

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 p)



The “hunger” virus kills about

> DR. BHIMRAO AMBEDKAR
UNIVERSITY, AGRA

8,000 children a day and the
vaccine for it exists, it's called

C°GV|D—19 ol In the media, do you know

why?? Because “hunger”



The
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* Choose the correct answer from the following -
— The poster / meme on the is partof a
— The poster / meme on the is part of a
the posters/ memes are part of a
of the posters [ memes are part of a

Confession: MCQs ARE sort of underwhelming (but now that both the JNU
entrance test and NET have become MCQs — | am just trying to fit in)

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 4



https://forms.office.com/Page
s/ResponsePage.aspx?1d=DQSIKW
- dsWOyxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAM
AAOA81sFUMEVVVlNUUEpZUlZOWkJM
ngyV@xVUzIxU14u

— ——

Link available in the Chat as well!


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAOA8isFUMEVVVlNUUEpZUlZOWkJMTzgyV0xVUzIxUi4u

Let me give you a

Request: Don't see it if you don't need it

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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Had these been part of the puzzle, the correct answer
to the MCQ puzzle would have been the

* Zoomdemic, April 18, 2d20
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The » Extended

— ~ e

* How do you know if what you are looking at is
- of a
~ parts of a

= Basically, explain your answer.

Another Hint: We are linguists!
Apology: To be fair, | did say | was 'trying' to fit in.

Self-reflection: Have | sufficiently problematised it?

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



What 1s

* Propaganda refers to the use of language designed
to evoke a from its

readers or hearers (Postman 1976).

» [t is generally aimed towards people and
public opinion.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 9
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What 1s

» Mass media itself (and its propaganda)

\\

is trying to provide the public with
, but rather to gaslight and propagandize
~ them into subservience and support for elite
positions, most of which are
" (MacLeod 2019: 10)

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



What 1s

* AWorking Definition

Propaganda is the practice of marginalising
and filtering the , disturbing facts by
the less uncomfortable or completely
'facts' in order to mislead people into believing a specific
narrrative. It is manifested and implemented via various
methods, including the use of specific kinds of language.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



of Propaganda
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(extremely one-sided narratives).

| on social media as well as
mass media.

* These are important components of the propaganda
‘ecosystem’.

Possible Contradiction: There is an inherent need to sound credible and convincing
for along period of time in order for propaganda to survive and succeed.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



Propaganda

The Media Studies Perspective [ Setting up the Context

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



The Propaganda
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* Herman and Chomsky (1988) proposed
that all events pass through before reaching the TV
screen

— later modified and adapted by Zollmann (2019) for
internet / social media as well.

Differentiate the “"basis and operations of what
amount to propaganda campaigns”

» These filters determine and
lock the parameters of discourse.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



The Propaganda

d.
— The (popular [ successful) media was and continues to be
dominated by and wealthy people.
- In some places, owns the media.
b.

— The large part of revenue is still generated from
advertisements by or borne by the govt

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 15



The Propaganda

C.

— Reliance on information provided by government, big
obusiness and other funded by the
powerful

— It is more so on than on legacy media

(Curran 2013) because of some obvious reasons

Caveat: This is how we determine the presence [ absence of 'fake
news' (which is an important component of propaganda): self-
defeating? Or need to remain credible?

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 16



The Propaganda

— ~ e

d. as a disciplining mechanism
response, campaigns, against
media and public intellectuals

— Close down debates and prevent access of relevant
information about crucial policies, decisions, etc

— Article 370 and Ayodhya judgment being recent case-in-
point.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



The Propaganda

=2

— Socio-democratic policies like universal healthcare
or free education classified as ‘communist’

— Support for religious fundamentalism classified as
'secularism’.

— Certain kinds of debates are filtered out and never
take place

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 18



Propaganda

— ____— _ _

The Linguists' Perspective /| How well can you cover your paths?

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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Propaganda
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* The most reliable way to understand
propaganda is to figure out the

of the pro

* [t may not be always
may be covered.

nagandist.

nossible since the paths

may be the next best way as well
as the most accessible way of testing for

propaganda.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



Propaganda
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» Hypothesis: Propagandist language makes extensive use of the
discourse structures for evoking strong sentiments:
this kind of Ianguage is continuously 'updating’, evolving,
inaccessible to the 'outsiders’ (i.e. those who are not the targets of
propaganda) but, at the same time, replete with
readings for the targets This makes the language of propaganda
effective in 'local' contexts but inaccessible outside of the target

contexts.

Example: Look at the evolution of the word 'Jamati' in the current context,
what kind of enregisterment it is undergoing and the possibility of its usage
in the language of future propaganda.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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Bit of Pragmatics

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



Enregisterment
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= A in which “one register formation comes to
be distinguished from other modes of activity, including other
registers, and endowed with . (Agha
2007: 4)

= |Leads to the formation and evolution of different forms of
different kinds of (like politeness, aggression, etc.) as well
as (like sports commentator, member of upper class,
etc.).

* The as well as the of these set of forms are

sustained through a system through which the value of these forms
throughout society via different means.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 23



Text-defaults

— ~ e

which are “regularly conveyed by the
expression in'the absence of interference from co-textual
effects” (Agha 2007, 46).

* Might be altered by way of (by way of co-
occurrence with other expressmns producing
congruent effects) or (if it occurs

with expression-producing non-congruent effects).

* May be decoded by listeners via
— defeasible under specific
co(n)textual conditions.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



G. Da San Martino, S. Yu, A. Barron—Cedefio, R. Petrov, P. Nakov, “Fine-Grained Analysis
of Prepaganda in News Articles”, in Proceedings of the 2019 Conference on Empirical

Methods in Natural Language Processing and 9th International Joint Conference on Natural
Language Processing (EMNLP-IJCNLP 2019), Hong Kong, China, November 3-7, 2019.

Linguistic Norms of Propaganda

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 25


https://propaganda.qcri.org/papers/EMNLP_2019__Fine_Grained_Propaganda_Detection.pdf

Propaganda

E———
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[Using specific words and phrases with strong emotional implications
(either positive or negative) to.influence an audience.]

Ife T SRR AT HY, df g TIHRR I *{ﬁﬂﬁ@ﬂmaﬁwmﬁrﬁ.
S geT T ﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁé\'@ﬁﬁ ET & STel JegHR
@%@Tﬁtmm@m%ésmumu

at?r%gﬁmvrr U4 Golld & s &A1 &l arg YeuUT JH! FHATATIT FT HHAT AT I35
{el ol

If the state government disagrees then the central government cannot implement their
scheme even if they want to. A of this is currently visible in Delhi, where,

, hot only Delhi-NCR but several areas of
UP, Haryana.and.Pynjab are facing the problems related to air pollution.

26



Propaganda

S —————— = S a——

[Introducing irrelevant material to the issue being
discussed]

You may claim that the death penalty is an ineffective deterrent
against crime --

s it right that
they should pay for their son's murderer to be fed and housed? [In a
debate against capital punishment]

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 27



Propaganda
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[discreditan opponent's position by charging them with hypocrisy
without directly disproving their argument]

BT FaFdl o ﬁiarrlu—&‘d370 93 3edehl UTel Sl W s ool
S € S ol Sia Gl 08 Gom el b o0% e

[The Congress spokespersonsaid that the position of their party has not at all
changed on Article 3}170 butthey are questioning the way it was scrapped because they
have objectionstotheir methods.....

Zoomdemic, April 18;,2020 ] 28



Propaganda
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[Assuming a single cause or
reason when there are actually multiple causes for an issue.]

President Trump has been in office fora month and gas
prices have been skyrocketing.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



Propaganda
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[Labeling the object of the propaganda
campaign as either something the target audience fears, hates, finds
undesirable or loves, praises]

$T @I & dR 3 HAADT & Igd Al ST drel
qa‘waaawa%ﬁﬁwﬁa‘@rwmﬁmwam

d T T I D

[ The ex-quizmaster, Derek O'Brien, considered to be the favourite of
the and Mamta, was away from the public action for -

the last few months]

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



Propaganda

—it = e — e — - -

[Stating that a claim is true simply because a
valid authority or expert on the issue said it was true, without any other
supporting evidence offered]

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 31



Propaganda
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[Playing on strong national feeling (or to any group; e.g., race,
gender, political preference) to justify or promote an action oridea]

I3, AT dY 2009 HASEAN & AT TG ERIBIRIC T
HIhR I S R YATdIR hiATIS L@l 6, FA[Th 3 T
37T BRIGT R d bl SoltT 37T ASEAN 22T 38T g | &Tell{eh,

9
$ H 3T BRI
gﬁﬁgsﬂﬁgﬁw FITchIH I I & [without concrete

discussions of the disadvantages]

Actually, India had signed this agreement with ASEAN in 2009 but today Modi
government is forced to reconsider it because the other countries except India

have been benefitting most from this. However, under the leadership of PM
Modi, .PM Modiis '

working onthe in this agreement.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 32



Propaganda
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[Seeking to build support for an idea by
instilling anxiety and/or panic in the population towards an alternative.]

a‘amtﬁﬂéﬁ%ﬁ?sachl 3¢ Shig HIg el gidTl

I
349 ISP ST By al Ig). &1 39T He Wﬁ}ﬁg
T o S e = SR

They pay nominal fees and they are are not concerned about it.

.Ifthe Government would have taken higher fees then these
students would have understood its value and would have spent their valuable
time on their studies and the dreams of their parents instead of running anti-
India campaign for 10 years.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 33



Propaganda
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[A brief and striking phrase that may include labeling and
stereotyping.]

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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Propaganda
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[Using words which
are deliberately not clear]

[Presenting two alternative
options as the only possibilities, when in fact more possibilities exist.]

. [representing something in an
excessive manner] '

[Questioning the credibility of someone or something]

[When an opponent's proposition is substituted witha
similar one which is then refuted in place of the original proposition]

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 35



Propaganda
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[Words or phrases that discourage
critical thought and meaningful discussion about a given topic.]

[Attempting to persuade the target audience to joinin
and take the course of action because "everyone else is taking the
same action".]

[Persuading an audience to disapprove an
action or idea by suggesting that the idea is popular with groups
hated in contempt by the target audience.]

[Repeating the same message over and over again so that
the audience will eventually accept it.]

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 36



Propbrfion of Propaganda (English-Datasét) -

Propagaﬁd"a
- 391% . =~ -

Non-Propaganda
60.9%

* Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 37



Others
34.1% .

Name_Calling,Labeling ‘
' 31.8%

Whataboutism,Straw...

gilgans Appeal_to_fear-preju...
4.0% i 9.2%
Appeal_to_Authority Flag-Waving
4.4% 71.2%

Causal_ﬁwersimpliﬁc...

o
6'1 "E' * Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 38



Back to the

The issue of Insufficient Data

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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the Puzzle

E————

= Armed with all our models and devices, are we now in a position to
solve the puzzle that we started with?

= Yes

— We can look at the language and test whetherit is propaganda or not

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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https://forms.office.com/Page
s/ResponsePage.aspx?1d=DQSIKW
- dsWOyxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAM
AAOA81sFUNVVHRU42M71aSEFXVURT
MKkU4WU5JW3jJONy4u ‘

ome— — = — — - - = 5.

Again link is there in the chat as well!


https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=DQSIkWdsW0yxEjajBLZtrQAAAAAAAAAAAAMAAOA8isFUNVVHRU42MjlaSEFXVURTMkU4WU5JWjJONy4u

the Puzzle

= Armed with all our models and devices, are we now in a position
to solve the puzzle that we started with?

g&o¥es:
— We can look at the language and test whetheritis propaganda or not

= No
- We don't have the complete discourse.
— We need more data to solve the puzzle — it cannot be done in'isolation'

— Confession: It was unfairto start with that puzzle!

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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Lets bring in
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Its also filtered!

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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of HungerVirus

S .

The earliest mention of
the hungervirus
(possibly, the source of
our right-hand side
meme in the puzzle).

~S -
Q Search How it works \/ Start a GoFundMe gofund me Signin Share

Hunger Virus Kills More Than Corona Virus

Its an appeal for a
fundraiserby an
individual.

‘ Newton O is organizing this fundraiser.

Created March 20, 2020 @ Dreams, Hopes & Wishes

The Hunger Virus Kills About 8,000 children a day and the vaccine for it exists, it's
called "food" but you won't hear that in the media, do you know why? Because hunger
doesn't kill the rich. Want to join me in making a difference? I'm raising money to set up
a facility for feeding the homeless kids, and any donation will help make an impact.
Thanks in advance for your contribution to this cause that means so much to me.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 YA
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of COVID - 19

STAY HOME!
DONT CROSS
LAXMAN

* Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020

Lets investigate the
other poster

Fact 1: Everyone
may not have a

~home to stay in.

A



of COVID - 19

= = ’
TH Online learning out of reach for many SHARE ON

Online learning out of reach for many

. Priscilla Jebaraj

SHARE ARTICLE f w

&

©

NEW DELHI, APRIL 06, 2020 22:14 IST
UPDATED: APRIL 06, 2020 23:03 IS

™0 & PRINT 7 A A

Online learning has its
own set of issues and
may not work in every
context.

But there are Hardly

K alternatives
: | ich may be
Lockdown .exacerbates consequences of digital divide for poor students I |t e re d O Ut)

and those in rural areas.

i TS T

* Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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When education goes all digital, students without
smartphones fall behind

April 2, 2020, 312 PM IST Renuka Bisht in TwinkleTwinkle | Delhi, India | TOI

Learning Rebooted: Online Education During Covid-19

AQ" Lockdown Puts Spotlight on India's Digital Divide Fact 2: Theissu es' with
g While institutes and enterprising teachers are trying to promote e-learning among their students, those belonging to 3 3 A
: i e Uunderprivileged sections or living in far-flung areas are finding it difficult to keep up. on | Ine ed ucation h as
@ Eram Agha | News18.com EMlEramAgha | Updated:April 3, 2020, 6:16 PM IST . . ‘ b e e n i n t h e
4 :
=y media ;
s so not really filtered
‘éc out. ‘

How aboUt
propagnda
?

Q 5'53 i Renrestative imaae. 5 y : re Cog n I Sa b] e I n

. . the poster.
As schools switch to online classes, P

students from weaker sections get cut off
from learning

Amid the lockdown, Vaishali,Zggﬁ.ﬁgepﬁ}@mﬁrﬂriﬁglcgggg‘uction workers, has been living out of a half- 48
built construction site in Tilak Nagar.




Back to the | Extended

e ———

Do we have an explanation?

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020



it Part of a P
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* The poster —
— We don't have any conclusive evidence for that

= The poster —
— Use of multiple propaganda devices

— Might require reframing parts our ‘working' definition [look
closer: it seems to present a kind of 'misleading' picture for
making us believe in a particular narrative but what it tries to
background may not be absolutely obvious]

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 50



Propaganda

S—— = 2o = — e

* Propaganda is the practice of either

- marginalising andfiltering the , disturbingfacts
by | the less uncomfortable orcompletely ‘facts', or

(false or true) facts by resorting to
with other uncomfortable, disturbing facts

in order to mislead people into believing a specific narrrative.

* |tis manifested and implemented via various methods, including the
use of specific kinds of language.

» These specific kinds of language include those enregistered for
evoking specific, generally, highly emotional reaction from the
targets by generating generalised conversational implicatures.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 51



Propaganda Model

We started with the propaganda model that said that

indulge in propaganda. If so, is the
?
s it possible that may be employed in places
where it is — | would argue against this position

(especially when there are multiple propaganda devices at work).

| would argue for a where the most
prototypical and sustained instances of propaganda are handled and
run by the big, powerful organisations and less powerful the body,
the less sustained propaganda campaign becomes.

oomdemic, April 18, 2020



Puzzle-

Propaganda vs Conspiracy Theory

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020
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= |sCOVID —19 an stunt
meant to further some far-fetched goals (viz
Chinese domination of world economy and polity)?

concrete evidence for this till now.
- COVID -19is a 'real' threat to a large population.

Hypothesis: These stories may be created / used by the propaganda machinery to
further their goals and discredit the genuine expose of their propaganda.

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 YA
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* |s COVID — 19 being used as an opportunity [/ excuse
| shield to further the already existing goals /
motives of the governments as well as big
businesses?

= More precisely, is COVID — 19 being converted into
a tool [ support for propaganda over a period of
time?

Answer: Need to look into what and how of news reportings — what
gets filtered out and what doesnt

Zoomdemic, April 18, 2020 55



S€X test ban suspenaed

Concern over misuse of novel coronavirus-linked step

By G.S. Mudur in New Delhi
Published 8.04.20,3:08 AM -« Updated 8.04.20, 3:08 AM 2minsread « (A= [A+

7 TE
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o
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The ministry in an April 4 notification suspended certain rules under the Prenatal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition of Sex Selection) Rules, 1996, until June 30 this
year, citing the “emergency situation” due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the nationwide lockdown.
(Shutterstock)

Govt plans changes in law to allow 12-hour shifts in
factories

The change by Union government will allow companies to extend the daily shift, from the current accepted norm of 8 hours, six days Edward Snowden °
a week (or 48 hours) to up to 12 hours, six days a week (72 hours). @Snowden
7

NN S peeec AL (202 5 1 used to work for the government. Now | work for the public. President at

@ Saubhadra Chatterji @FreedomofPress.

Hindustan Times, New Delhi

& freedom.press Joined December 2014

J 1 Following  4.2M Followers

Tweets Tweets & replies Media Likes

1 Edward Snowden Retweeted

‘ Trevor Timm & @trevortimm - Apr 10 Y
W Doctors and nurses who bravely alerted the public about the startling lack
" of protective gear in hospitals are being suspended or fired for speaking
the press. It's unconscionable. freedom.press/news/brave-whi...

=

Longer shifts, a change being considered by the Union government, will help in this context -- as long as the workers are paid proportionately more, O 58 T 867 @ 1.3K

something that is part of the plan. (Bloomberg) Zoomd em iC Aprll 18 2020
! ! AP\ Edward Snowden & @Snowden - Apr 11 v

Covid-19: Supreme Court Seeks
Report From Government On Steps
To Prevent Migration Of Workers

Edward Snowden  @Snowden - Apr 11 v
Governments around the world are exploiting the pandemic to monitor us
like never before. | discuss it with @GGreenwald here on SYSTEM UPDATE:

System Update With Glenn Greenwald - Edward Sn...
23 %3 Inthe second episode of The Intercept's new weekly
& show, host Glenn Greenwald explores the under-...

= & youtube.com

Q 293 T 44k Q 9.6k &

Edward Snowden Retweeted

Glenn Greenwald & @ggreenwald - Apr 9 N
SYSTEM UPDATE makes its first CNN appearance as @JakeTapper covers
the discussion | had with @Snowden about whether we are vesting
excessive power in governments and corporations in response to the
coronavirus pandemic. You can watch the full show here: youtube.com
/watch?v=Nd7exb...

“1 The Intercept/"System Update with Glenn Greenwald* CORONAVIRU.

PANDEMI(

TOTAL CASES  DEATH!
,051 87,46

WOTAL CASES  DEATHS
419975 14,267

Novac. st ot carerasire

/ b 00K
WHITE HOUSE
y‘ CORONAVIRUS BRIEFING
! LIVE
Edward Snowden | Former National Security Agency Contractor 355 pmer
DUIBLAC MEENS TO STIOW WITH 1T B GILORAL CHEMICAL WFAPONS THFE L FAD

Q 31 0 353 Q 990 &

Show this thread

Edward Snowden & @Snowden - Apr 11 M
As authoritarianism spreads, as emergency laws proliferate, as we sacrifice
our rights, we also sacrifice our capability to arrest the slide into a less
liberal and less free world. Here's how it happens:

lts a
recursive
exercise,
looking
into the
language
and the
context of
each of
these.
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What all we can say?

E———

» |dentification of propaganda is a and

task and requires a multi-pronged
approach to do that.

» Certain kinds of could prove to
be some of the strongest indicators of propaganda -

— There is a possibility to posit propaganda as a product of
the process of enregisterment and these linguistic
features as generating generalised implicatures [needs
further investigation]
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Just one

The Real Motive
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The

— ~ e

= This presentation was partially an to test if it is possible
to people to recognise propaganda within a of
time.

- If not, how to make that possible (with as little jargon as possible!)

» |f some of you are interested in working on this with me then | would

be happy to offer 1105 for a couple of months
(during this ). Possible areas of exploration would include
- Propagandain media (incl social media)

for propaganda identification

among propaganda, hyperpartisanship, fake news,
misinformation, verbal aggression, hate speech, etc.

of propaganda
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Thank You for staying till now!

©

Contact:

Shyam

for dataset'in Hindi
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